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RESULTS OF A QUESTIONNAIRE STUDY ON TRENDS OF
SEASONAL MIGRANT WORKERS FROM FARM HOUSEHOLDS
IN THE PERIOD OF EMPLOYMENT ADJUSTMENT

By
Akiyoshi KURITA*

The job opportunities for seasonal migrant workers {from farm households have
been seriously affected recently as a result of the recession-induced employment adjustment
associated with the rapid yen appreciation. To know the trends of these workers, results
of a questionnaire study carried out through National Chamber of Agriculture were
analyzed.

It was revealed that seasonal workers who migrated yearly from rural areas to urban
industries still put more emphasis on the stable, continued job opportunities for their
seasonal work rather than the promotion of probitable agricultural work. Most of them
felt that their job opportunities in urban areas were diminishing and hoped for an incerease
in job opportunities near their homes. Nevertheless, nearly half of them intended to
continue their seasonal work in urban areas for some years to come in view of the low
cash income from farming work. Obviously, most farmers believed that the economic
situation in farming work and the job opportunities near their homes would not improve
in the foreseeable future.

In the case of seasonal migrant workers from farm households with a relatively large
size of cultivated areas, they put more emphasis on taking up full-time farming work
rather than continuing the seasonal work. They had the view that the promotion of
agriculture and the improvement of its profitability, depending on the farming size,
would change the situation and enable them to quit the practice of yearly seasonal
work in urban areas.
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