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Lafcadio Hearn and Disasters —Author of Japan's first disaster prevention educational material:

The fire of "Inamura(rice sheaves) "—

Reiko Shindo
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The Jiji Shinpo’ s correspondent telegraphs from
Shizukawa, one of the most severely afflicted
distriets, as follows; —In Motoyoshi district the
most terribly devastated localities are Karakuwa,
Otani, Utazusaki, Irimaye and Shizukawa---.

At about half-past 8 o’ clock a fearful sound as
that of a thunder—clap was heard and shortly

afterwards the cries of tsunami tsunami were raised

on all sides.
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Dear Nishida—

I fear this may not find you well, because of the
terrible weather and the terrible trouble in Matsue.
I do not wish you therefore to have any trouble; but
at the same time, I wish to express my sorrow and
my love for Matsue by sending such little help as
I can afford. In order to avoid giving you trouble
I have sent fifty yen to the San—In-Shimbun office
for the relief-fund:—1I do not know any one else to
whom to send it except yourself, but I fear you have
trouble of your own. Were I not just for the moment
straitened by other expenses, I would try to send
more; but this is the best I can do just now—as my
money is nearly all in Government bonds

I trust you are soon going to be well enough to
let us hear from you. My knowledge of what happened
came through Adzukizawa. The boy wrote me a
beautiful letter. He told me you were safe, but not
well.

Anxiously with love from all of us
Lafcadio Hearn Kumamoto,
Oct. 23d 93
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[Now concerning Hamagucbi. From immemorial time
the shores of Japan have been swept, at irregular
in tervals of centuries, by enormous tidal waves,
— tidal waves caused by earth quakes or by submarine
volcanic action. These awful sudden risings of the
sea are called by the Japanese tsunami. The last one
occurred on the evening of June 17, 1896, when a wave
nearly two hundred miles long struck the northeast
Iwatd,

ern provinces of Miyagi, and Aomori

wrecking scores of towns and villages, ruining
whole districts, and de stroying nearly thirty
thousand human lives. . . .|
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shrieked the people; and then all
shrieks and all sounds and all power to hear
sounds were annihilated by a nameless shock
heavier than any thunder, as the colossal swell
smote the shore with a weight that sent a shudder
through the hills,

U= RFP2INEESHR Y AR R U The Great disaster
in Japan, June 15th, 1896.
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